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Introduction
Tzur Yisrael Triennial Parasha 96 (#32.1) A

Lev 21:1-24 – Regulations for Priests
Of the priests' mourning
1

And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto the priests the sons of Aaron, and say unto them, There shall
2
none be defiled for the dead among his people: But for his kin, that is near unto him, that is, for his mother,
3
and for his father, and for his son, and for his daughter, and for his brother. And for his sister a virgin, that is
4
nigh unto him, which hath had no husband; for her may he be defiled. But he shall not defile himself, being a
5
chief man among his people, to profane himself. They shall not make baldness upon their head,B neither shall
they shave off the corner of their beard, nor make any cuttings in their flesh.
Of their holiness
6

They shall be holy unto their God, and not profane the name of their God: for the offerings of the LORD made
by fire, and the bread of their God, they do offer: therefore they shall be holy.
Of their marriages
7

They shall not take a wife that is a whore, or profane; neither shall they take a woman put away

רּושה
ָׁ ְּ גge·ru·Shah C from her husband: for he is holy unto his God.
Of their estimation

A

http://www.ahavta.org/Commentary%20Y-2/Y2-41.htm Aleph Tav: Lev 21:12, 21, Eze 44:5

B

Nehemiah Gordon points out that the context of shaving the beard first applies to the Kohenim and second it is for when they are in
mourning. Also we are commanded in other places of the bible to shave your beard e.g. leprosy Lev 13:29. See comments on Lev
19:27.
This wrapper for this verse, for the purposes of context one could argue is Lev 21:24.
Did Yoseph shaved his beard, see Gen 41:4. Is there a distinction between shaving the beard and shaving the corners of the beard.
C

See Bill-of-Divorce-H3748-keriythuth-H7971-shalached-H1644-garish-get, article #881.
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8

Thou shalt sanctify him therefore; for he offereth the bread of thy God: he shall be holy unto thee: for I the
LORD, which sanctify you, am holy.
Of the high priest's holiness
9

And the daughter of any priest, if she profane herself by playing the whore, she profaneth her father: she shall
be burnt with fire.D
Of his marriage
10

And he that is the high priest among his brethren, upon whose head the anointing oil was poured, and that is

consecrated to put on the garments, shall not uncover his head, nor rend יִ פְּ רֹם

yif·Rom E

his clothes;

11

Neither

12

shall he go in to any dead body, nor defile himself for his father, or for his mother; Neither shall he go out of
the sanctuary, nor profane  אֵ תthe sanctuary of his God; for the crown of the anointing oil of his God is upon
him: I am the LORD.

 יְּ חלֵלve·Lo nor  וְּ ֹלא,ye·Tze Neither shall he go out  יֵצֵ אlo nor  ֹלאham·mik·Dash of the sanctuary  ה ִמ ְּק ָׁדש-u·min out  ּו ִמן־21.
for the
 נֵזֶ רki for ; כִ יe·lo·Hav' of his God אֱ ֹלהָׁ יוmik·Dash the sanctuary  ִמ ְּקדשet'  אֵ ת,ye·chal·Lel profane
is] upon [
 יְּ הוָׁ הa·Ni' I  אֲ נִ יa·Lav' and  עָׁ לָׁיוe·lo·Hav' of his God  אֱ ֹלהָׁ יוmish·Chat of the anointing  ִמ ְּשחתShe·men oil  ֶשמֶ ןNe·zer crown
nor

.Yah·weh him I [am] the LORD

The virgin wife for the priest
13

And he shall take a wife in her virginity.

14

A widow מנָׁה
ָׁ ְַּאל

'al·ma·Nah

, or a divorced woman

רּושה
ָׁ ְּ ּוגu·ge·ru·Shah, or profane  וחֲ ָׁללָׁהva·cha·la·Lah, or an harlot  ֹזנָׁהzo·Nah, ' ֶאת־et-, these shall he not take: but he
shall take a virgin  בְּ תּולָׁהbe·tu·Lah of his own people to wife שה
ָׁ ' ִאish·Shah. 15 Neither shall he profane
 יְּ חלֵלye·chal·Lel F his seed among his people: for I the LORD do sanctify him.
The priests that have blemishes must not minister in the sanctuary
16

17

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto Aaron, saying, Whosoever he be of thy seed in their
18
generations that hath any blemish,G let him not approach to offer the bread of his God. For whatsoever man
he be that hath a blemish, he shall not approach: a blind man, or a lame, or he that hath a flat nose חָׁ רם
19

cha·Rum H

,

20

or any thing superfluous, Or a man that is broken-footed, or broken-handed, Or crookbacked, or a dwarf,
21
or that hath a blemish in his eye, or be scurvy, or scabbed, or hath his stones broken; No man that hath a

D

See Gen_38:24 talks about Judah telling Tamar should be burned not stoned (see Lev_21:9), see comments in Gen_38:24 from Carl
& Julie Parker of Sheepfold Gleanings.
E

KJC: 3

rend, 2 Lev_10:6, Lev_21:10 rent, 1 Lev_13:45

Is param an edenic for parameter, i.e. maybe the word here has to do with the parameter/calar/hem of the garment.
Compare to qara H7167 which occurs 61 and is also translated rent, rend, rentest 55 times.
F

See Word-Study-H2490-chalal-began-profane-pollute-defile, article #441.

G

See In Mat 5:23-24, we can't go to the altar for YHVH if thy brother have ought with you.

H

See Word-Study-H2764-cherem-devoted-to-destruction-H2763-charam, article #187.
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blemish of the seed of Aaron the priest shall come nigh to offer the offerings of the LORD made by fire: he hath
a blemish;  אֵ תhe shall not come I nigh to offer the bread of his God.

' ַאהֲ רֹןmiz·Ze·ra of the seed  ִמזֶ רע,Mum that hath a blemish  מּוםbo  ב ֹו-a·Sher' who  אֲ ֶשר־ish' No man  ִאיש-kol all manner  כָׁל־12.
made by
 ִא ֵשי-et'  אֶ ת־le·hak·Riv to offer  לְּ ה ְּק ִריב,yig·Gash shall come nigh יִ גשlo not  ֹלא,hak·ko·Hen the priest  הכֹהֵ ןa·ha·Ron' Aaron
of his
אֱ ֹלהָׁ יוLe·chem the bread  לֶחֶ םet'  אֵ ת,bo  ב ֹוmum he hath a blemish ; מּוםYah·weh of the LORD  יְּ הוָׁ הish·Shei' fire
.le·hak·Riv to offer
 לְּ ה ְּק ִריבyig·Gash he shall not come nigh  יִ גשlo not  ֹלא,e·lo·Hav' God

of

22

23

He shall eat the bread of his God, both of the most holy, and of the holy. Only he shall not go in unto the
vail, nor come nigh unto the altar, because he hath a blemish; that he profane not my sanctuaries: for I the
24
LORD do sanctify them. And Moses told it unto Aaron, and to his sons, and unto all the children of Israel.J

I

There is no Strong's number for this word bo. which is spelled Bet, Vav Holem. The Hebrew word that means come, go etc. is
transliterated as bo H935 and it is spelled Bet, Vav Holem, Aleph. which is the same letters but with the Aleph appended to the end. The
next letter in the verse is the Standalone Aleph Tav which, of course, starts with the Aleph.
Joh 6:53-54

53

Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his

blood, ye have no life in you.
day.

54

Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last

J

Per my comments on Lev 21:1 regarding context, one could argue that the children of Israel may not have to do that which the
Kohanim is required, but I argue that it could be interpreted that the rest of the people know this so as to keep the Kohanim in check.
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Eze 44 1- haftorah The East Gate Assigned Only to the Prince; Ordinances for the Levites
The east gate assigned only to the prince
1

Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward sanctuary which looketh toward the east; and it
was shut.
2

Then said the LORD unto me; This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it;
because the LORD, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut.
3

It is for the prince; the prince, he shall sit in it to eat bread before the LORD; he shall enter by the way of the
porch of that gate, and shall go out by the way of the same.
The priests reproved for polluting the sanctuary
4

Then brought he me the way of the north gate before the house: and I looked, and, behold, the glory of the
LORD filled the house of the LORD: and I fell upon my face.
5

And the LORD said unto me, Son of man, mark well, and behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears אֵ ת
all that I say unto thee concerning all the ordinances of the house of the LORD, and all the laws thereof; and
mark well the entering in of the house, with every going forth of the sanctuary.

ָאדם
ָׁ -ben unto me Son  בֶ ן־Yah·weh And the LORD  יְּ הֹוָׁ הe·Lai' about  אֵ ליvai·Yo·mer said  ויֹאמֶ ר5.
with thine
 ּובְּ ָאזְּ נֶיָךve·'ei·Nei·cha with thine eyes בְּ עֵ ינֶיָךu·re·'Eh and behold  ּו ְּראֵ הlib·be·Cha well  לִ בְּ ָךsim mark  ִשיםa·Dam' man
all that I
 ְּמדבֵ רa·Ni' I  אֲ נִ יa·Sher' that  אֲ ֶשר-kol all  כָׁל־et'  אֵ ת,'she·Ma and hear  ְּשמָׁ עu·ve·'a·ze·Nei·cha ears
of the
 יְּ הוָׁ ה-beit of the house  בֵ ית־chuk·Kot unto thee concerning all the ordinances  חּקוֹתle·chol all לְּ כָׁל־,o·Tach'  אֹתָׁ ְךme·dab·Ber say
the entering
 לִ ְּמבוֹאlib·be·Cha well  לִ בְּ ָךthereof and markve·sam·Ta ; וְּ ש ְּמ ָׁתto·ro·Tav( bullock  תורתו-u·le·chol all  ּולְּ כָׁל־Yah·weh LORD
.ham·mik·Dash of the sanctuary
 ה ִמ ְּק ָׁדשmo·tza·'Ei with every going forth  מוֹצָׁ אֵ יbe·Chol all  בְּ כֹל,hab·Ba·yit of the house  הביִ תlim·Vo in
of

6

And thou shalt say to the rebellious, even to the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; O ye house of
Israel, let it suffice you of all your abominations,
7

In that ye have brought into my sanctuary strangers, uncircumcised in heart, and uncircumcised in flesh, to be
in my sanctuary, to pollute it, even my house, when ye offer my bread, the fat and the blood, and they have
broken my covenant because of all your abominations.
8

And ye have not kept the charge of mine holy things: but ye have set keepers of my charge in my sanctuary for
yourselves.K
Idolaters incapable of the priests office
9

Thus saith the Lord GOD; No stranger, uncircumcised in heart, nor uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter into my
sanctuary, of any stranger that is among the children of Israel.
10

And the Levites that are gone away far from me, when Israel went astray, which went astray away from me
after their idols; they shall even bear their iniquity.

K

Israel has delegated their authority (charge) on to others, which is a sin in and of itself. They are not zealots for their birthright.
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11

Yet they shall be ministers in my sanctuary, having charge at the gates of the house, and ministering to the
house: they shall slay the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and they shall stand before them to
minister unto them.
12

Because they ministered unto them before their idols, and caused the house of Israel to fall into iniquity;
therefore have I lifted up mine hand against them, saith the Lord GOD, and they shall bear their iniquity.
13

And they shall not come near unto me, to do the office of a priest unto me, nor to come near to any of my
holy things, in the most holy place: but they shall bear their shame, and their abominations which they have
committed.
14

But I will make them keepers of the charge of the house, for all the service thereof, and for all that shall be
done therein.
The sons of Zadok are accepted thereto
15

But the priests the Levites, the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of my sanctuary when the children of Israel
went astray from me, they shall come near to me to minister unto me, and they shall stand before me to offer
unto me the fat and the blood, saith the Lord GOD:
16

They shall enter into my sanctuary, and they shall come near to my table, to minister unto me, and they shall
keep my charge.
Ordinances for the priests
17

And it shall come to pass, that when they enter in at the gates of the inner court, they shall be clothed with
linen garments; and no wool shall come upon them, whiles they minister in the gates of the inner court, and
within.
18

They shall have linen bonnets upon their heads, and shall have linen breeches upon their loins; they shall not
gird themselves with any thing that causeth sweat.
19

And when they go forth into the utter court, even into the utter court to the people, they shall put off their
garments wherein they ministered, and lay them in the holy chambers, and they shall put on other garments; and
they shall not sanctify the people with their garments.
20

Neither shall they shave their heads, nor suffer their locks to grow long; they shall only poll their heads.

21

Neither shall any priest drink wine, when they enter into the inner court.

22

Neither L shall they take for their wives a widow, nor her that is put away רּושה
ָׁ ְּּוג
take maidens of the seed of the house of Israel, or a widow that had a priest before.

u·ge·ru·Shah

: but they shall

23

And they shall teach my people the difference between the holy and profane, and cause them to discern
between the unclean and the clean.

L

TSK: Neither: This was prohibited only to the high priest under the law; but is here extended to all the priests, perhaps to intimate
the superior sanctity of the times to which it refers.
CB Notes: Neither shall they, &c. Reference to Pentateuch (Lev_21:14). App-92.
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24

And in controversy they shall stand in judgment; and they shall judge it according to my judgments: and they
shall keep my laws and my statutes in all mine assemblies; and they shall hallow my sabbaths.
25

And they shall come at no dead person to defile themselves: but for father, or for mother, or for son, or for
daughter, for brother, or for sister that hath had no husband, they may defile themselves.
26

And after he is cleansed, they shall reckon unto him seven days.

27

And in the day that he goeth into the sanctuary, unto the inner court, to minister in the sanctuary, he shall
offer his sin offering, saith the Lord GOD.
28

And it shall be unto them for an inheritance: I am their inheritance: and ye shall give them no possession in
Israel: I am their possession.
29

They shall eat the meat offering, and the sin offering, and the trespass offering: and every dedicated thing in
Israel shall be theirs.
30

And the first of all the firstfruits of all things, and every oblation of all, of every sort of your oblations, shall
be the priest's: ye shall also give unto the priest the first of your dough, that he may cause the blessing to rest in
thine house.
31

The priests shall not eat of any thing that is dead of itself, or torn, whether it be fowl or beast.

1 Ti 3:1-16 chapter 3 brit Bishops and Deacons
How bishops, deacons, and their wives should be qualified;
1

2

This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop then must be
3
blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; Not
4
given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; One that ruleth
5
well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know not how to rule his
6
own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall
7
into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he
8
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given
9
10
to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. And let these
11
also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless. Even so must their wives
12
be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their
13
children and their own houses well. For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to
themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.
and to what end Paul wrote to Timothy of these things.
14

These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly:
Of the church, and the blessed truth therein taught and professed.
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15

But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is
16
the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. And without controversy great is the mystery
of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles,
believed on in the world, received up into glory.
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